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Article by Imogen 

We Win Again! 
 
Hooray! The boys have won another trophy! They 
successfully beat Barking Abbey Secondary 
School in the League final. The score finished at 
4-3 to us with Seifeddine scoring 2 goals, Ethan 
scoring 1 goal and Danyl also scoring 1 goal.  
 

We are all very proud of them and can see many 
more trophies coming our way in the foreseeable 
future! I would like to warn Mr Paul that at this 
rate we will need a bigger trophy cabinet! 
  
So far the boys A team have brought back two 
wins this year for Greatfields and have set the bar 
high for the coming years. We must credit the 
boys effort on the field however all of this really 
couldn't have been accomplished if it wasn't for 
our AMAZING PE teacher Mr Malaveci. He has 

Champions Again! 



been an excellent coach/trainer for both the A and 
B teams and has brought them to where they are 
today. I'm sure we would all like to thank him for 
being so great and we pray he's our PE teacher 
next year.  
  
I'm sure all the other football teams in the area are 
incredibly scared of our A team. They have made 

us very proud and have made our school look very 
fierce. It is just amazing that a school with only 
110 students has fought off over schools with 10 
times the amount!  
  
The whole of the school congratulates every 
single player in the A team! 

  
 

 

 

Article by Brianna and Nawras 

Every week, on Tuesday, during assembly a 
different student is recognised for their hard work 
and positive achievements. They are then awarded 
with a certificate and a small red badge which 
they get to pin onto their blazer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During assembly, Nawras a student in 7 Moore, 
was given the achievement of pupil of the week. 
She was rewarded with a certificate and a badge to 
celebrate her excellent achievement. I interviewed 
Nawras to get her thoughts and opinions on pupil 
of the week: 

 

1. Are you proud to be chosen for pupil of the 
week? 

Yes. I am very proud of myself because I have 
always wanted to be pupil of the week 

 

2. Why were you chosen as pupil of the week? 

 

 

 

 

 

I was chosen because of my hard work in class. 

 

3. What do you think makes a good student? 

A good student always pays attention in class and 
is a good role model 

 

4. What are some of your favourite hobbies? 

I really love to draw because I find it very fun and 
creative. 

 

5. Do you have any advice for people who want to 
be pupil of the week? 

Yes, you have to try your best in lessons and be 
determined to succeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil of the Week 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two young boys have also been rewarded pupil of 
the week because they have stepped in to the light 
and have worked extra hard during lessons to 
convince their teachers that they are indeed star 
pupils and that they are hardworking students that 
deserve to be awarded pupil of the week. These 
two boys are: Sabur in 7 Jamu and Kevin in 7 
Kangethe.  

I have interviewed them to get to know them 
better: 

1. Are you happy that you have been 
awarded student of the week and why? 
Sabur: Yes because everyone thought I 
was a bad boy and I proved them wrong. 
Kevin: Yes because then I could be proud 
to say that I was pupil of the week. 
 

2. What qualities should an excellent student 
of Greatfields School have? 
Sabur: Someone kind and generous. 
Kevin: Someone who is welcoming to 
anyone who joins our school. 
 

3. What do you want to be in the future? 
Sabur: I want to star in a Power Ranger 
TV show. 
Kevin: I want to become a dentist. 

 
4. If you could make a new after school club 

what would it called? 
Sabur: TV club where people watch their 
favourite TV shows without parents 
moaning that TV is not good for you. 

Kevin: Youth club. It would be the perfect 
place to meet and make friends. 
 

5. If you could choose any teacher to be your 
Uncle or Auntie who would it be? 
Sabur: Mr Malaveci and Miss Leach. 
Kevin: Miss Leach. 
 

6. Who is you favourite teacher apart from 
your “Auntie and Uncle”? 
Sabur: Mr Mahebo he is safe. 
Kevin: Mr Mahebo. 
 

7. Do you like reading books and why? 
Sabur: Yes because if I don’t Ms Sarwar 
won’t be happy with me. 
Kevin: Yes because they are fun and 
interesting. 
 

8. What is your favourite subject? 
Sabur: PE. 
Kevin: PE 

 

 

Article by Nameera 

On Tuesday 9th May people from the project 
management team came to talk to us about the 
progress of our new school and explained all the 
details to us. The site will have three phases. One 
of them is going to be finished for Year 7 and 
Year 8, the other one is for Year 9 and Year 10, 
and the last one is for Year 11 and Year 12. Phase 
2 will be completed by 2019.  

We are going to move into phase one of our 
building after the Christmas term, at the start of 
the New Year. 



 

The visitor showed us a visual of how the school 
will look like when it is done, and we were all 
amazed at how great it was.  

We have heard that the new building will have a 
sports hall, which will make it easier to do PE 
when it is raining outside, as our current Breakout 
Area is really small and crowded. This will also 
make it easier for Mr Malaveci to teach us PE. 

Although we don’t know everything about our 
new building; we are still really excited to be 
moving there next year!  

 

 

Article by Leona 

Library Competition: 
 
Last term there was a library competition, the 
reason we held the competition was to see who 
could read the most books. The winners of the 
competition were awarded with a Kindle Fire!   
Ms Sarwar was amazed with how many books the 
students read I’m sure it was a very difficult 
decision to choose the winners of the competition 
but it was definitely worth it all. 

The library competition has been going on since 
September and we were astonished by how many 
books the school had read.  The school has 

definitely progressed from smaller books to larger 
books, I’m definitely sure that we will be holding 
another library competition in the future. I asked 
some students about what they thought of the 
library competition and if they liked it or not.   

One of the people that I asked was Brianna and 
she thought that the library competition was really 
good and she enjoyed the books especially some 
of the new books, Brianna also enjoyed some of 
the mystery books as well as different types of 
books. 

The book reviews were also a big part of the 
competition because they told us about how much 
they liked the books that they read and also why 
they enjoyed the books so much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winners of the competition: were Amanda, 
Senjuti and Rebecca. 

As well as the individual competition, Ms Sarwar 
also held a form competition.  Every time 
someone finished their book they had to complete 
a book review and Ms Sarwar awarded a golden 
start for each completed book.  The aim was to 
encourage everyone to read as much as possible.   

The prize for the whole form was a pizza party for 
the form groups who read the most collectively. 
Feedback was that the pizza was delicious and 
everyone definitely had a lot of fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Article by Tashrifa 

In last week’s assembly on Tuesday the 16th May, 
someone came to speak to us about the history of 
Barking Abbey. Barking Abbey is a former royal 
monastery located in Barking, in the London 
Borough of Barking and Dagenham. It has been 
described as one of the most important nunneries 
in the country. The first Abbey was a missionary 
centre and was destroyed by the Vikings in 870. 
All that remains of the first Barking Abbey is a 
broken Saxon Cross. Equally obscure is the 
restoration of life after King Alfred's son, Edward 
the Elder, had driven the Danes out of western 
Essex in the early 10th century: the first record is 
of property belonging to the Abbey in 951. 

 

 

 

 

 

The original Barking foundation was a double 
monastery of both men and women under an 
Abbess, not unusual at that time. Theodore, 
disapproved, but it was left to Archbishop 
Dunstan 300 years later to introduce reforms 
making Barking a strict place of nunnery, the 
greatest in the country and the only early Saxon  
foundation in Essex to survive until the 
Dissolution. 

The most amazing fact we heard was: that Barking 
was the capital of England for a significant 
amount of time!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Hadiya 

Todd performed their form assembly on Ramadan, in which they explained why Muslims fast during 
this month and what is expected from them. 

Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic calendar. It is when Muslims all around the world fast to 
commemorate the first revelation of the holy Quran. Ramadan is one of the 12 months in the Islamic 
calendar; the dates are based on the lunar cycle so they change each year.  

The name Ramadan is said to mean 'burning/scorching heat' in Arabic, as it usually falls within a 
particularly hot time of year in that part of the world. It was during that month that the Quran - the holy 
book of Islam - was first revealed to the prophet Muhammad by Allah.  

While fasting from dawn until sunset, Muslims refrain from consuming food, drinking liquids and 
smoking.  Fasting for Muslims during Ramadan typically includes the increased offering of 
Salat (prayers) and recitation of the Quran. 

Fasting is an obligation in Islam not an option. It is one of the five pillars on which Islam is built. 
Fasting has personal, social, hygienic and best of all spiritual benefits.  Muslims are also instructed to 
refrain from sinful behaviour that may negate the reward of fasting, such as false speech 
insulting, backbiting, cursing, lying and fighting. 

However it is very important to note that there are some exceptions to the rule, small children, the 
elderly, sick people, pregnant ladies and people who are travelling are not allowed to fast because you 
are not allowed to harm your body or mind. 

We hope you enjoy your Ramadan!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Saamiyah 

Our newspaper this week will be mainly focusing 
on gangs and safety. Consequently we decided to 
interview our learning mentor, Miss Leach and we 
asked her for some tips to be safe around Barking 
because as you may know, there have been some 
serious incidents in Barking which might make a 
lot of us feel unsafe.  

With the upcoming holidays and the fact that most 
of our students are likely to hang around in 
Barking, we thought it would be useful to get 
some advice.  Miss Leach has some very sensible 
suggestions for us to try: 

 

1. How should we be safe around Barking? 
I advise you choose your friends wisely, don’t play 
out in the dark, make sure you change out of your 
uniform, carry a mobile phone just in case and do 
not talk to strangers. 

2. Do you live in Barking, if so then how do you 
try to keep safe? 

Yes I do live in Barking and I always lock the car 
door, I never have expensive belongings on show 
for example my phone. 

3. Have you ever heard or seen anything 
uncomfortable around the area? 

I have seen things and called the police straight 
away, but nothing too serious. 

4. Have you ever felt intimidated? 
Luckily not - however it is very important that you 
talk to an adult if you feel the slightest bit 
uncomfortable or unsure about something. 

5. Seeing as the holidays are coming up now and 
many people would like to hang out with their 
friends, how do you advise we go out and 
about in Barking? 

I advise to stay close to home and always try to be 
with an adult, plus all of above.  Make sure you 
are sensible about where you hang out and aim to 
do something with a group of friends eg: paying 
football in the park.  

 
I also asked Mr Sullivan who is the Safeguarding 
Lead for the school what students could do if they 
were worried and he advised that we should go to 
him or any other teacher you trust.  We hope 
nothing bad will happen however if there is a 
problem you should tell a trustworthy adult about 
it. 

 

 

Article by Brianna 

Strangers can sometimes be dangerous and 
threatening but are very common, most strangers 
you come across everyday have no reason to hurt 
you, however there are some strangers that you 
should be very cautious around.  

Online: almost everyone you talk to in a chatroom 
or in a game is a stranger to you, so you shouldn’t 
trust them with any private information. You also 
never know who you are really talking to, they 
could easily be lying about their name or age. 
Never trust anyone on the Internet that you don’t 

Please contact:  Mr Sullivan the 
Safeguarding Lead at Greatfields School, 
if you have any concerns about student 
safety. 

josu@greatfieldsschool.com 



really know, or haven’t met in real life. Also, if 
your “friend” from online asks you to hang out or 
meet up then it is very important that you tell your 
parents; you must never agree to meet them. This 
is because you don’t really know who they are and 
you never know what they might do to you. They 
could have been lying to you online and it could 
be very dangerous for you, so it is best that you 
never arrange a meet-up with them alone for your 
own safety.  

When you are walking in the street, almost 
everyone you come across is a stranger to you. It 
is very rare for something to happen to you, as it 
doesn’t happen very often. However, you should 
still be cautious about who is around you and if 
they look suspicious at all, to ensure your safety 
by moving onto a main road and avoid going out 
alone in the evening (especially when it’s dark). 

Make sure you are safe around strangers both 
online and in real life! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Imogen 

Have you ever thought about what it’s like to be 
high?  

Didn’t think so, you’re better than that.  

 

Have you ever seen someone doing drugs?  

We hope you haven’t. We know you’re better than 
that! 

 

But have you ever thought about the effects drugs 
have on families, friends and your community? 

That’s a tough one…take a moment…pause…and 
think… 

Over the past few weeks we have heard all sorts of 
conversations both in and outside of school; recent 
events in our community have left us thinking 
about our safety.  We cannot deny the fact that our 
local community, the Gascoigne estate has an 
issue with drugs, far too many of our students can 
recall an uncomfortable incident.  We cannot 
change the past however we want to raise an 
awareness of the situation and highlight the fact 
that we can all do our bit to make our community 
better and safer. 

We were shocked to read that, studies show that 1 
in 6 teenagers admit to taking drugs to make 
themselves ‘feel good’, and that’s only the ones 
that admit it… Furthermore, drug rates have gone 
up rapidly in the last 20 years, especially in the 
young teenager category.  

Lots of young people are pressured into thinking 
that everyone does it…so it must be ok to do 
it...But it’s not!  

Why risk your life just to look ‘cool’, we ask you 
again…have you thought about the affect it will 
have on your family???  Parents of young 
teenagers, who have used drugs can tell you some 
awful stories, describing the heart breaking trauma 
of seeing their child’s potential being washed 
away. 

Drugs can make you hallucinate and make you see 
things that are not really there. For example: you 
might be crossing the road and see a car coming 
but not know if it’s real or not. All illegal drugs 
are addictive and can make you do ANYTHING 
just to get your hands on more.  Young addicts 
can do anything to feed their need, such as 
robbery, this dangerous lifestyle could see you 
ending up in prison for those precious years of 
your life where you should be going to college or 
university… 

Our CIVICS lessons have taught us that drugs are 
lethal, they can kill you, nobody should be 
messing around with them and don’t forget it is 
really easy to accidentally take an overdose. All it 
takes is for your body to have a single bad 
reaction to a drug and you’re dead!  Out like a 



flash!  Every death is sad but the ones that are 
accidental and easily preventable are by far the 
worst. 

We know that our school is a safe environment 
and we hope that we can take this positive attitude 
out into the community and make a change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Nawras 

What is a GANG? 

The dictionary definition is: ‘an organised group 
of people that share a common identity’.  The 
public perception: ‘a group of people who are 
involved in criminal activities’.   

There are different gangs around the world and 
they all have their own dress code, this could 
involve tattoos, bandanas or a specific colour; the 
most scary statistic is that they are normally made 
up of people aged between of 8 to 22 years old.  
Gangs can become one of the most dangerous 
groups of people in the world.   

Negative gang culture is a universal problem 
however we have been alarmed with how young 
children in Primary school can become a part of a 
gang; often young children don’t realise that they 
are a part of a gang until it’s too late.  Therefore it 
is vital that you are careful about who you hang 
out with after school.  

Gangs mainly consist of young teenagers and are 
one of the most significant factors for the growth 
in violent behaviour, both in and out of school. 
This shows how awful and dangerous gangs can 
be so it is very important that you keep away from 
them as far as possible.  Think carefully about 
your local area and who you can trust.  We 

suggest that you involve yourself in positive 
activities after school. 

Gangs are known for breaking laws such as 
shooting, stealing and taking/selling illegal drugs. 
A few weeks ago an 18 year old boy was shot and 
declared dead in Barking, we’re not sure what 
happened however we know one thing…and that 
is that no one should be carrying any kind of 
weapon which could harm someone else.  This 
incident happened in the evening at a time where 
any one of us could have been out and 
about…near our school...in our 
community…SHOCKING! 

Children are known to join gangs because of peer 
pressure.  So, if you want to keep your child safe 
you should make sure they are playing with 
friends who have high aspirations, are bright and a 
positive role model.   

We at Greatfields School hope that everyone can 
encourage each other to become better and 
achieve everything we dream of; it is very 
important that we think before we act and ensure 
that we talk to the adults around us and tell them if 
something is bothering us.  If you are worried 
about a group of teenagers hanging around or 
making you feel uncomfortable then it is 
important you talk to your parents or a teacher.  
Don’t ignore it because… 

 

 

Article by Hadiya 

Thanks to effective policing and partnership 
working in local areas, knife crime remains a rare 
occurrence on our streets. However, we must 
continue to improve how we work together so that 
we can drive knife crime further down.  

Knife crime is a serious crime. In 2007 and 2008, 
about a third of all homicides involved a sharp 
instrument and the figure was even higher 
amongst those aged 19 years and under.  It was 
recently reported that sharp object and knives 



have been confiscated from schools with some 
children as young as 10 carrying a knife. 

Recently in Gascoigne a boy aged 18 was stabbed 
in the arm and he wasn’t in a fight or anything, he 
was just going to his local shop.  Luckily he 
wasn’t seriously injured however we want the 
students of Greatfields to take care and be 
cautious when they walk around the estate.  To 
keep yourself safe after school, don’t just hang 
around, make your way home, don’t go out late in 
the night and make sure you are alert when you 
are out and about.  Far too often young people are 
on their mobiles and are unaware of what is 
happening around them, make sure that you are 
protecting yourself. 

Finally, we know that no one would think to do 
this however we want to remind you not to bring 
anything sharp with you to school or to carry 
anything that could hurt another person outside of 
school. 

If you ever witness anyone carrying a sharp 
instrument and bringing it into our school then 
please make sure you speak to Mr Sullivan or Mr 
Paul, it is very important that we keep ourselves 
and others safe from harm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Nameera  

Account hacking has become a serious issue in the 
past year. Vulnerable children and young adults 
are being hacked by shameless internet users and 
there is nothing being done to prevent it. Hacking 
means to log into someone else’s account – 
whether it is a kids website or social media; this 
could even lead to cyber bullying if used in the 
wrong way. However not all of these hackers are 
dangerous. Here are the different types of hackers: 

White-hat hackers – these hackers are usually paid 
to hack accounts but they will only be doing it to 
test the security for their company or some other 
non-malicious reason. 

Black-hat hackers – these hackers don’t have a 
valid reason to hack people’s accounts but they 
are still really dangerous and could be cyber 
bullies. 

Grey-hat hackers – these hackers are in the middle 
of white hat and black hat hackers, as they will 
sometimes be non-malicious and hack for a good 
reason or do the exact opposite. However they 
need to be watched carefully. 

These are just some of the many different types of 
hackers.  

There are also ways of preventing hackers: 

- Keep your account settings on private so 
only your friends and family can see 

- Make a complicated password that no one 
could guess 

- Don’t leave your personal details lying 
around for anyone 

These days most people use social media like 
Instagram, Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat. So 
here are some ways of not getting hacked on 
social media. 

Instagram: 

- Make sure not to share your password with 
ANYONE 

- Try to change your password regularly 

- Turn on two-factor authentication for 
additional security 

- Log out of Instagram when you are using a 
phone you share with other people 

Twitter:  

- Never share your password 

- Limit the number of people that have 
access to your tweets 

- Watch out for suspicious links 

- Make sure your computer system is up to 
date 



- Beware of phishing, when someone tries to 
trick you into sharing your user name and 
password 

Snapchat:  

- Keep your account for your friends only 

- Don’t snap anything that you don’t want to 
stay there forever 

- Create a really unique password 

Facebook: 

- Set the highest security settings on your 
page 

- Don’t add random people as friends 

Make sure to use these tips when you are online. 
Stay safe! 

 

 

 

 

Article by Saamiyah 

The unfortunate loss of Greatfields football B 
team 

On the 17th of May 2017, the boy’s football B 
team went off to a match against Riverside school 
and unfortunately came back with the score of 7-
1. Even though the boys were upset about this 
their hopes were high for the next match as this 
match was against riverside A team which was a 
lot tougher. This match however has helped them 
to win their next match as Greatfields A team with 
a lot of wins can now help the B team develop 
their football skills as well as Mr Malaveci. Mr 
Malaveci has helped the A team and is now 
slowly developing the B team and we know the 
boys’ dreams of being better at football will come 
true as Mr Malaveci is helping them achieve this 
and even though I do not go to football club, in PE 
he is a very good teacher and the whole of year 
seven hope Mr Malaveci stays our PE teacher next 
year. We have high hopes for the future of our 
football team and any other matches our school 
competes in.  This is giving our school, an 
opportunity to show everyone who we are and we 
are building a respectable name and profile. 

 

 

 

 

 

Article by Miss Leach 

On Monday 22nd May, Greatfields arrived at All 
Saints School to compete in their first Rounders 
matches of the Borough League. The first match 
was against the hosting school, All Saints B Team 
where Greatfields were up to bat first. Over the 
course of twenty good balls and only one batter 
caught out, Greatfields cumulative score was a 
brilliant five rounders. The girls set up their 
fielding team and were ready to defend their 
previously scored five rounders.  

With fantastic bowling, six of All Saints batting 
team were stumped out. Four girls still able to bat, 
the rounders were slowly being scored by All 
Saints. With a good score of eight ½ rounders, 
equalling to four full rounders, Greatfields had 
done it! Their first win of the competition.  

The second match was against another visiting 
school, Dagenham Park. Again, Greatfields were 
up to bat first where the practice in the first game 
began to pay off. Scoring a brilliant four full 
rounders, Greatfields started to set the bar high. 
Unfortunately, three of Greatfields batters were 
caught out leaving the other girls the pressure of 
still scoring. Over the course of twenty good balls, 
Greatfields tallied a fantastic overall score of 8 ½ 
rounders. Their best score yet! Dagenham Park 
knew they had a lot of work to do and decided to 
put their strongest batters up first. Three rounders 
were scored within the first six good balls but 
Greatfields fielding continued to improve with a 
fantastic achievement of catching six of 
Dagenham Park’s batters out. The ½ rounders 
were still being scored and twenty good balls had 
been bowled with Dagenham Park cumulatively 
scoring 5 ½ rounders. Greatfields had done it! 
Two wins in two games! With results like this, 
Greatfields are in the running for a great 
opportunity in the Rounders Borough League.  

 

Rounders 
Tournament 

B Team 



Article by Miss Leach 

On Tuesday 23rd May 2017, Greatfields attended Eastbury School to play in their next two matches of the 
Borough League. The first game was against the hosting school where Greatfields won the coin flip and 
decided to field first. A few too many no balls were given at the beginning of the inning allowing Eastbury 
to slowly build up their ½ rounders. Greatfields dug deep and was able to catch and stump four of 
Eastbury’s batters out. Eastbury had some long-distance batters left who were able to score full rounders 
tallying their overall score at 6 ½ rounders.  Greatfields knew they had some work to do if they were to beat 
Eastbury. First hit! Greatfields scored a full rounder. ½ rounders were also being rewarded to Greatfields for 
their fantastic determination to get to second base. Likewise, Eastbury caught and stumped out four of 
Greatfields batters and unfortunately their overall score was only one less than Eastbury’s. 6 ½ rounders to 
Eastbury A Team, 5 ½ rounders to Greatfields.  

Greatfields second game was against Riverside. Again, Greatfields won the coin flip and decided to bat first 
this time. Greatfields knew they needed to beat Riverside and the batting was fantastic. Four full rounders 
were achieved alongside ten ½ rounders. Greatfields had a cumulative score of 9 rounders. Greatfields knew 
that was a difficult score to beat but their fielding needed to be better than in the match against Eastbury. 
Within the first seven good balls, Greatfields stumped out five of Riversides batters. The remaining four 
batters were able to score a 3 ½ rounders. Within the next eight good balls, two more rounders were scored 
but Greatfields were brilliant and were able to catch/stump out Riverside’s remaining batters. With no 
batters left, Greatfields had done it! 9 rounders to Greatfields, 5 ½ rounders to Riverside. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


